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L Dear Mr. Watson: 


o 

X 




This will confirm an oral report given to you on 
y 17^965, in response to your request for a name check on 
m \(0Chancellor, who was bom on July 14, 1927, at Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Mr. Chancellor was never the subject of an FBI 
investigation a«d our files contain no derogator y Infor matloa 
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De Loach 
Caspar 


Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the FBI 
Identification Division which may be identical with those of Mr. Chancellor. 
These fingerprints were searched through the criminal files of the 
Identification Division and no arresracord was located. ^ lLI^ 

_ - - 1 ^ce&V yours, 710537047? 

. NOTE: To be delivered by .liaison by;,* 

1 - .Ms^eXoach: (sent direct) 5 Mr. DeLoacK'^s ^Qffi^'er Cl^ssifie d^ecret” 
1,- Mr,«Gale 
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DATE: 7/27/65 



W V. '^Clevelani 

% 

JOHN WILLIAM CHANCELLOR 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 


*• received today from the White House'^for sl/ 

xnvestigation of captioned individual, who is being considered 
for Presidential appointment, position not stated.- 

-io o 4^' A current issue of Who’s Who indicates thaj Chancellor 

reporter of the ’’Chicago Sun-Times” and / 
since 1950 has been employed as a news commentator by the ''f 

National Broadcasting Company. ^ ^ J 

A check of Bureau files does not indicate that we /7 m 

Chancellor. There is a reference U 
which indicates that in December, 1964, he was one of six / 
National Broadcasting Company correspondents which that compare 
desired to send to Cuba to film a documentary on that country. 

In February, 1965, information was received that the Cuban 
Government denied them visas and there is no indication they 
actually went to Cuba. 

ACTION : 

anH ordered to the field 

and the field will be instructed to assign the investigation 
to mature, experienced Agents. 


1 - tor, Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Blr > Yoixng 
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i Corresponden t John w 
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overseas radio. 
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inews conference Ln the East 
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j ‘‘.My First Choice" 
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Continued From Page A-1 j understands the challenges that 
founded in San Francisco injare present and the achieve 




Yale Law Graduate 


meats that are possible.** 
Succeeds Loomis 


Fortas was born in Memphis, 
Tcnn., June 19, 1910, the son of 
William and Ray Berson, a 
Jewish family. He received his 
bachelor arts degree at 
Southwestern College, Memphis, 
Tenn., in 1930 and his law 
degree at Yale University in 
1933. Ke was the editor-in-chief 
of the Yale Law Journal 
Two years after graduation he 
was married jto the former 
Carolyn Eugenia Agger. 

For four yearsi^until 1937 he 
was assistant prScssor of law 
at Yale and also was assistant 
chief of the legal division of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Admin- 
istration. 

1 Fortas also has been a visiting 
lecturer on law at Yale and is a 
member of the federal, Amer- 
ican and Federal Communica- 
'Uons Commission bar associa- 
tions.and Phi Beta- Kappa. 

He is a director of a number 
of corporations and is a trustee 
of Carnegie Hall Corp„ the 
Washington Gallery of Modem 
Art and the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
Chancellor Praised 
Chancellor also came in for 
. accolades from Johnson, who 
said of him: 

“He is I man whose voice and 
whose ;aoo and whose mind is 
well known to this country and 
to most of the entire world.” 
Chancellor, 38, a native of 
Chicago, has been with the news ■ 
department of NBC for the past 
15 years. He has had assign- 
ments in Vienna, London. Mos- 
cow. New York, Brussels and 
Berlin, He has bean covering 
the White House since 1964. 

Perhaos his best known as- 
signment was a tour as conduc- 
tor of the 'Today** show, an 
early morning pot pourri of 
interviews and news he took 
over from Dave Garroway and 
later relinquished to Hugh 
Downs. 

“Tliis. I think.** Johnson said, 
•'is the first time in the history 
of the voice o: .^.ir.erica that a 
working newspn^e.Tnan, a re- 
spected conime:i:atcr, an ex- 
pirienccd, independent reporter 
has been given the responsibility 
of leadership and direction in 
^ this vital enterprise. I think he 


Chancellor succeeds Henry 
Loomis, who recently resigned 
the Voice of America job. 

It was Johnson's second ap-' 
pointment for the United States 
Information Agency, of which 
the Voice of America is a 
branch. Tae President has 
named Washington lawyer; 
Leonard H. Marks as director 
or the USIA, succeeding Carl T. 
Rowan. 

Johnson said he w^as satisfied 
tliat the Voice of America under 
Chancellor would be in “imag- 
inative, competent, reliable and 
always truthful hands.” 

Johnson said the Voice of 
America assignment is in the 
front rank of importance 
to the freedom of the worl-l — 
an important national aiset, 
telling tJie truth to this wdrld, 
telling ail e.xciting story, is I the 
Voice of America. 
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dated D. DeLoach to Mr. Mohr 

and SpecS toqj4 Employees Security 

determine d .We^Oned^t was 

handles Investigations rfUMte’dStmef C°mmlsslon Unlt, which unit 

He stated the White House had infoi-mod Agency (USIA) employees. 

Bureau to oonS tn requested the 

clearance for to ” to issue a 

pertaining to USIA toso.S,?^' 

the case, checked with the wrto ^RiSer tol^i«fiMiS£*t‘^® 
knew, When investigations are requested by tofl^te^HR^wBr" 
furnishes the results directlv tn fha u j House, the FBI 

request would have to be made through o£fito'cl^e5s“®‘’“®“'' 
connection, the foUowing items are of interest; ^ record. In this 


i>1C 



1 - Mr' ■ Belm1i$!it' 
1 ” Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. DeLoa™ 
1-Mr. G ‘ 

.^1 SEM: 


WVCrmsmrmkr 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale 

RE: JOHN IS^LIAM-GHANCELLOR 






■- , V^||||||B ^ past obtained the results of investigations 

conducted for the White House through official channels during the Johnson 
Administration on a number of occasions. He knows that to do this, a letter 
must be addresse^^h^jMte House requesting the informationj which letter 
IS forwarded by pj^JU^otheB^au, and the result! of our investigation 
^e returned with thelitterto^||J((|||^by Liaison. He knows that since he 
has been refused the results of the Chancellor investigation, there must be 
something wrong. As pointed out in Mr. DeLoach's memorandum (attached)^ 
there have been a number of cases where derogatory information was developed 
wherein the White House would refuse to furnish the employing agenp.v rnTviPg of 



-_lse statemei 

presented to the United States Att6rney7^1jt|i&iit"of feolttr^ 
prosecutive opinion until written reports were receiyed^T The White House has 
never permitted the furnishing of these reports to the United States Attorney, 

^d as a matter of fact, they have also refused to authorize furnishing statements 
in this case to the Department of Defense. 

(3) Information regarding Chancellor’s arrests was in the newspapers 
and continues to be available to anyone who bothers to check the newspaper 
morgues. 

(4) During our investigation of Chancellor, 68 people were interviewed, 

17 of whom volunteered information regarding one or more of Chancellor's arrests. 
Ten of these 17 persons are present or former employees of the news media. 
Undoubtedly many others that we talked to had knowledge of these'arrests but 
withheld it during our interview. For example,! 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale f •• 

RE: JOHN WILIAM GHANCELLok^ 




Was hington. D. C., 

"was^mpiHHmilPanci ChanceIIoPs||||HHhm Chicago, Illinois, 
at the time of his arrests, frarikly told interviewing Agents that he would not 
have admitted he knew cif Chancellor's arrests, had he not been pinned down and 
^ked about them point blank. 


[at the timej2L£bg^ellor's arrest on the fire escape 


(5) The 

in May, 1951, is | 

; Ghicago, Illinois. He claimed he had "heard storie^^^^^^s^^^^, the 
identities of which he does mot now recall, which indicate that -Mr. Charbellor 
"may have" homosexual tendencies. 

(6) Two established informants of the Chicago Office, one a homosexual, 
reported that Chancellor is known in homosexual circles in Chicago as ''one of 
us and friendly to us. " 

(7) After Chancellor's nomination was announced in the newspapers, 
an unidentified Chicago policeman called our Chicago Office and furnished 
information regardii^ Chancellor's arrests. 




ACTION: 


For information. 


From the above, it is clear that there is widespread knowledge concerning 
Chancellor's arrests in the files of other Government agencies, in the 
Identification Records of the Chicago Police Department, in newspaper morgues, 
in homosexual circles and throughout the news media. Fro m the above, it is 
clear that the FBI is not the only agency having knowledge concerning Chancellor's 
arrest record and as pointed out in Mr. DeLoach's memorandum (attached) 
the fact that the results of our investigation have been withheld from the employing 
agency, after having been informed by the White House that they had requested 
the Bureau to conduct an investigation of Chancellor, immediately arouses 
suspicion. 
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am q, ^ Review - Civil 

Service Commission Unit of the Employees Secuirty and Special Inquiry 
Section of the Special Investigative Divssion. 

persons applying for positions with the United States 
Information Agency. Ihese cases are handled under Public Law 
298-- Civil Service Commission initiates the investigation and if 
they develop subversive Asa derogatory information they refer the 
c^se to the Burea^u for coropletioue 

Ina. connec-^og with nsIA receive calls from 

status 

of the case and when he will receive the results, particularly 

on expedide cases 4 -a 

' clearances to 

those persons under Public Law 298 hn<L. 

On August 6, 1965, 4IIIIIIIII called gjjlipilllll^^ the White Hous< 
had informed him they had requested the Bureau to conduct an 
investigation of John Chancellor. MH||[|m|||||[| to issue 
a clearance for Chancellor under Public Law 298. 

was not handling the case and as he knew when the White 
House requests an investigation we furnish the results directly 
to the White House and any information he wanted regarding iih 
the progress of the investigation whuld have to be radde through 
official channels. 

At the IBHIHHkBBII ^ personally did not know 

the Bureau was conducting an investigation of Chancellor and knew 
nothing of the facts in the case. 
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JOB7J mLIM-.U CHA^CEX-LCE 
mEZC'^O'R^ VOICE O'S AMStvJ2A ' ■ ■ 

U. S, m?OHIi^VriG2TACSi?:C'7 

•?5: -; .,.■■■•• '..■ 

Burccu files reUoct \?o p'CvIciSGljr <2:»2 a r^-ir*e cticrc^cn captioned 
fndlvldaal. f hontly tbcrew:*tei', Watsca railed jsjo end stated tho Presided 

cosired a £uli £Lold;in?csU£;atlca conducted isimediiiitely* Ho added that the 
ProsLucnt planned to. go ahead cad name Chaacellcr as Director of the Voice of y 
. /icisrica 'n-itUoui \?altl 2 g for tha fall field is^estlsatloa t^a coinglctsd. Watsoa 
tcid mo tiict tha PrcDidcnl 'cas catisfied ca CIis bacis cl the cams chesl: r.r?4 tha t ■ 
the President had persen -Uy hacrsi ChanccD^or for years, .consonantly there Tras . 
no'necd to t?ait for ccmplc-tlcn cl tho-£idi field iniCCtisa'dcz!. '**••’ . '■■■• 

■' I told V/atsoii that tI:o S^’coidsnt n'cs . needlessly going out oa a limb ::£ 
and that it v-uls dangerous busbissn to acncsaco sa appointment tsitheut having thef- ' 
heneiit cf a full field invcsiigntlca* Watson slated that tiio President t?as adamasty 
la his viov;s emd that ho vio^ tiait. A msmoraadum is . ia the fUo ref Iscting ; ' 
tiilc ccavorsatlca. •,, • - 

• 

The Director transmitted £o Wataen by letter dated Au^t 6, 1065, ' 
dcliycrcd the cams data, tho results gI ths fisU field iavc-stisatioa ca ChnaccUor. v 
(Copy attached.) Car investls-vtlca reflccta.d arrests in Chicago, iiiinols. ' Two cf- 
. the arrests, 2/27/40 cad G/li;/d0, reflect clnu-’gcs of drurAGcacss. Oltiioso ‘ ' 

arrests, oils dlcpositicn indicated '’dlschErced'* and tlis second dispccitloa iadicatfe 
’'bond forxeltcro. ’* Tao third sad fourth arrests, %/ll/Zt and 5/10/51, reflect • :# 
charges oi •’dlscrdss'Iy conduct. *’ Chanooilor tTTid fsund cn the rod d a local hotel 
in end of those arrests and the disposition was ’’dischargsd, ** . 2h the fourth and :- 
final arrest. Chancellor ^*2s £c?und ca s fire escape cf an apartment balidlag. -. 
Tiicro was no additlosal Idonadloa concernisjg this latter arrest. While there i-- 
uas no substantive Idormatisn to indicate homcsssuallty, it would appsar that ^ ' v, 
Chancellor could have hesa a "pseping tom. *? One homosexual indicated to the - :■• 

' Agents that, ”h2r. Chancellor is iincstTa ^ hdaiosesuai circles as cue of us "• 


fricadiy to us. ” 


Esc. 
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*h>^ T I coia Wats$3 Oi 4h3 cl:a7Q-2^c-zUonca ^eto cad h,'='r?rT«d fci^ 

e-^^o4v*_TO.j a ^o^CwSsuai, Ji^s ius Trsvartij^k ■^. elcs^lv Indicated SfiSticien'*' 
evk-sacertorenc-ctcsMocaara : --y ^ 

. t/ll'/m, SttflasSEdtteSijoLTbSia ■ 

cnJ ocLa t:.s:c7, CbairESoa a iia Clyi! SetvIco CoaaisSssloa^ii fete cffl'-a 4 g.-in „ 

Hs cJaSod tt TO3 a cttitsr ci csoa tm^oriiasa. •* P- “• 

' - ^ ‘ 

7{y--oa_sad L. vvatcsa’s c^Uco, XVatsca told mo that 

^Qoi;^a oG2a wiO irL'0;:^^C:Cry: 3 CSCJiSlOIiS witMa th^ 2* 

^x-03 i:p££t ths cc-aceraLa^j tks Chaa^uS 

Pi’osidtct that tho Sac’ority Clficer at U. S.^" 
^c- ^^ica /igeacj Ima aa-v’iccd hha that coatasts £a ths FBI \?ith whom he was £a ■ ' ■ 

^ ^ ^ ChanceBccr iavcatigatioa had Ir^ 


>.- ^ -”?::y c ,-;T-,*-. 
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j?reaidsnt did sot want aai^thiiil to be'^ . 
* 14^-- ^ «iO Isicw the c'ctccmo cd c^ iasuiry into this 

-'£^u:en uiy.i i V70u;d, of co^jsco^ immediately check into tt and that I ^•- • 
wcalu verhady, la acccrcianao mth innteuettens,’ let him know tho results. ^ ^ 


■ X 1 ^;ostdoEt had also Instructed him to tell me th^ 

r fc-> CiCuil ana pio^.,-_i,=5 cj^ anSiVois tiu5 Chaneelicr file y^p* there - 

nothing wrong with Ciiaacellor and there appeared to b© no 
cffit bo conthiacdia ^ that EhUsi of coaroe wantedto abide bv th« 

cptainly appeared to ho a Uttle out o£ the Gr&imv^ 

^ceiior case. I reminded Watsofe 
^ it was tne i*rc3iCient*5 cecistca to go ahead and at:'Oo«’'.t 

' mvcrfilsattoa tc ho coinpteted. ;■ Wate^ steted that this'v*^ teue"*' 

fecitei^? ^cs:dc^ waited asi^oment tho PBX to pu^ .^y:i:i 
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BcLcach to Hohr nsiEO, S/ll/65 
2le: Joha IViUlara Chancellor ; 


Btst 




. K -< > ^ 


: ts?hd T.'£3 present, andl sit dovsn 

end revto this fUs^^d draw-Up,?Ji asali?3ls lor ihs X-rosldca£. -Wstsca asrosd end 
stated this wdtUd hasuSicicst. ;, He ashed that i:n.70 this aanXyoia prepared by 5:15 
p.ia. that day, 8/11/G5. ' Mscy sad I retised to Many’s cftlce and thcas prepared a brief 
4-para^ph meaaorciadaa relipctlns-that y»o had ihorcn^lsly revleTred ChaaceUor’o file 
and that ^hile there had fcesa d dificrent arrests cl Chancslior thare sj^ared to fee 
acUiicg of a subversive aaturo ia the file and ttore "was no sabstantlai proof of homo- 
sesaallty; however, thare had been Z arrests' lavol^.g pesslble immorality. Mhcy 
stated that ia his pph^ there was no roasens to Chancellor’s backgrouad as a 

residtof the ia7est!gaUon.,-.„^:'.;;;;;.^',:.^ .. ■ 

' ^ Watsoa Indicated catSslactloa V/IHi tho above-mentiono^j^alysis^d 
placed the Chancellor file oa iho Precldest’a dssh:. Watson then reminded mo ths 
R'csldoat desired to haow as expodiUou3ly as possible the results of the Inquiry regard- 
ing the alleged ’tip off” mds to tho Security Officer at U. S. Mormaticn Agency by 
PBIperfioaneL : 2 told Watson this would bo handled tcdiiy, 8/U/65. 


VvliCn tho Director is5;2lred telephonically as to tlie reasons for my being 
called to the White House, ’ X furnlshctl him the aheve facts. He instruoSed that this 
i^ulry be conducted on an.e-qjeditious basis and that he should be ad^'lsed as to the 
results of the inquiry. 





Correspondents’ List. 


U. S. Agency 

cn doty resigned os of Wi^PI His 

shows Shat as o! 9/2S/64 he is cn the Speciail 



b-7 



leaving the White Hcase, Watsca asliod Hacy imca what authority 
V* £. Mormatica Agency woaM have to domand tho ChancsEor 
. told Watson that Ic weald be Leonard prerogative to tell thof^ 

* ipPhat he, Marhs, Director of U. S. Mc-rmatica Agency, 3 .?as perfecUy 

lEuid with Chancellor’s fcaclrgi'ousd iavastlgat fsn cmd ihere should ba*no doubt as 
to his clearance. V/atson stated hs in^^odt^dyise Msrhs c! this fast so that there 
would be no further interfsronco izonm/jfll/fi thef 

watsoalslso intuited cf:M^ and me as to.the astlcn that would be / 
iihea.when^ChanceUorVsubmilto^ his F<^sn 8S in connuctlcm'wlth tho Federal. Employees 
Secur Ity Pregrasai <; X told Wstsai'thai tho roria, upon receipt at ths FBI, would bo 
'stamped ’!Ko subversive dsiWgatory Mcri^ *' I toM him with rcspoci to tho 
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DsLcach to Kobr memo, 6/?.l/65 
Be: ^ JoJia Wllllaia Ctoc;-]! j? 


o® 






aadthi^ tho.U. ; contact tie V.":lte HO'jSG.iorrarther 

i^orsiatiGa cp^ ikz iUo. ; .VVstspa 6 iated that thlc mriter ^yould of cdimco cl ean 
Gp thopitlrJdr. c^Q'^te th3 Dixecto?, \yoisld toU tho 

OSSBRVATIO^TS; .. rE is cosa^onolcga £o?,^ White House to VTitfchoId files from Fe&ral 
a^cDCiss,^ p^lculsrly there sre j^sre^aior j ^cts ccEtalasd in such files. - Tfeo 

Hc3secly-d<2minlctr2.^kg^di^^^^^^g^j2stssices,' 

Adlal end others, usually 



tipped him off pss^ tho Chancellor favsstlgstioa had besa 
completed and tt^ a inorsls mr^geijygas involved. Coascs^usstly, \70 must interview 
anyone that is ia'cchtsci wlShlHBH®i*ehitive to FBI Supervisors in the .' 

Liaison Section, Domestic latolli^'onco Dl7is^, ;as \?e21 es Supervises ia tlm Special 
Inquiry Section, Special Invcstisatlv^ DiVtSica, era la costal Mer-- 

views vriih the appropriato Agent Supc&'v^arswUifc«5 conducted toni^, 8/11/65, and • 
memorEnda prepared acccrdlnsly. I'he Dix5<^cr ti:c-n will be advised as to tho results 


mu ■ ■■ ... ■■., 

. ' vV rJ: ^ * 
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^ ^hriChdnceUorofM:B:Cl^^ed 

Dir ectorof the Voice of America' 

'“'Johnson Selects White House 
Reporter as First Working 
Newsman in the^Fosi 

J 




ByOXOyD GAKRISO 

I • Speciii to Th« New York TUaot 

I WASmNGTON, July 28— 
jJohn W. Chancellor, White 
I House correspondent for the 
INaUonal Broadcasting Com- 
■ pany^^ was named by President 
Johnson today to head the Voice 
jof America, 

The 38-year-oId reporter and 
Ibroadcaster succeeds Henry 
X ll-boinils, the long-time director 
(of the Government's overseas 
radio, who resigned last March 
jwith a charge that the Voice 
jwas losing credibility because 
I of an overdose of propaganda, 

J This controversy , was dis- 
I cussed in connection with Mn 
JC^ancelloris appointment Re- 
/liable sources said that he and 
j President Johnson had talked 
jat length on the role of the 
Voice and that Mr. Chancellor 
I would be free to emphasize the 
rgood as weU as the bad'* In 
the treatment of United States 
jaffairs. 

In a farewell address to Voice 
Mr, Loomis contended 



afpfeitrr ’ /^oda^‘ ‘IfPresidimt I 



that news commentaries reflect 
and reinforce AdministraUon 
policies and de-emphasize dis- 
senting opinion, 

Howan. the head of 

tr.sXA,, countered that news re-' 

j^rts of the Voice had the same 
Jadiclal balance'* of the favor- 
able and unfavorable "that a 
responsible newspaper gives.** 

Mr. Rowan later resigned as 


conienaed resigned as 

«at the Voice's reputation forj?*^*^*^' director and on July I3 

nbiectivifv txroc* mMt. jrAhTlfeAM _ a 


^jectlvity was being undercu 
fecause the United States I, 
|ormation Agency, which haj 
ftver-all responsibility for oven 
hrondcasts. was Insisting 


Johnson ■ named Leeward 
Marks, a Washington communi- 
cations lawyer, to succeed Lm.' 
In announcing Mr. ChAcel- 


o . 




/ 


I- 


'*7 



v^j^ye^conHdjmc 
Voice of.Amertca^'^y going? to 
be to* Imaginative^^TOmpet^t, 
rsUabfe^'^d'’ Galwaj^^Ttwthfbl 
liands ; .s Eopenlng’statianeaxL 
pagel2:j 

•Reached at - his ' Cleveland 
Park home after the announce-; 
ment, Mr. Chancellor talked of 
propaganda as being *'a two- 
way word.** 

"Of course we want to pro- 
ject American policy, •*he said. 
"But we* also have to admit 
our own problems. If we try to 
brush something under the rug 
and Radio Moscow is covering It 
in their broadcasts then we 
loose our audience. - . - 
"Our main weapon Is our 
own mistakes and solve our own 
problems out In the open. We 
can*t be Buddha-Uke.** 

Admired by Johnson 
Mr, Chancellor first came to 
the President's, attention as the 
White House correspondent for 
N3.C., an assignment has' 
held for the last year. ■ 

Newsmen who have worked 
with Mr, Chancellor both here 
and abroad have long rated him 
as an outstanding, enterprising 
reporter. The President Is known 
.to share this judgment. 

Those close* to the -White 
House recount one * occasion 
when President Johnson took 
toe out during a vacation out- 
^ Just to catch a Chancellor 
broadcast on televlsioa and 
w^e watching- explained to 
intimates; "Now there's an in- 
telligent -young .man, 1 - can't 
think of anyone I enjoy talking 
to more than John Chancellor * 
Being director of the Voice 
is a $24,500 a year job of over- 
seeing the writing and broad- 
casting of news, commentaries 
and features 800 hours a week 
to 37 languages over a world-,. 

jjetwork. In . leaving ' 

N, B. C., Mr. Chanc^or con 
ceded he was taking "a sub 
stantial** salary cut. 

In announcing Mr. Chancel- 
lor's appointment, Mr. Johnson 
said that the new director 
would be the first working] 
newsman to head the Voice 
agency. 

A native of Chicago, Mr. 
C^^Dor quit the University 
of HUnois In his junior year to 
work as a copy boy for The 
Chicago Sun-Times. 

He joined NH.C.’s' Chicago 
news bureau In 1950 and later 
won a Sigma Delta Chi Journal- 
ism award for a taped broad- 
cast describing the capture of 
^ poUceman. 
Chancellor made the report 
lying on his back faiAhe street 
while poUcemen and* 'the' cor- 
nered man shot It.out'over 
head, 
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1 - Mr. Young, Rm. 1258 


CABl^RAM 

TO LEGAT BERIT' ^ 

FROM OdRSCTOR FBI li>l- '-10 ^ 

JOHN WlLLIAjftaiNCSLLOR, SPI. 

WHITE HOUSE jiAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF 

CHANCELLOR WHO ON JULY TWENTYEIGiTT, LAST, WASSlAMED DIRECTOR 

•* 

BROADCASTING SERVICE (VOA) UNITED STATES INFfX^TIQN AGENCY 
BORN JULY FOURTEEN, ONE NINE TWO SEVEN, IN CH^&AGO, ILLINOIS, 
AND PRESENTLY RESIDES IN NEW YORK CITY WHERE HE IS^NEWS 
COMMENTATOR, NBC. SEE WHO ' 3 WHO FOR FURTHER ^CKG^UND DATA. 

FOR INFO AND ASSISTANCE, CHANCEULOR ARRESTED FEBRUARY 
EIEVEN, ONE NINE FIVE ONE, AND MAY TEN, ONE NINE FIVE ONE, IN 
CHICAGO TOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT. MENTIONED MAY ARREST WAS AT 
AMBASSADC& EAST HOTEL, CHICAGO, WHERE CHANCELLOR WAS LOCATED 
ON FIRE ESCAPE AND COULD NOT EXPLAIN HIS PRESENCE. 

APPOINTEE'! 



':1 - For 


Cailohon ‘ 

Con rod - 

Fell DFB:bsQ 

(5) 


INTSRVIEW^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIP. DISCREETLY ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN 
SPECIFICS RE MENTIONED ARRESTS. 
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TO SAC3 I^W^K 7IJM - ac,. (4) 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOtU 

"'pSh,^ 


SPRINGFIELD 


, JOHN WILLIAM CHANCELLOR 
NEXT. 


4025 - / 
:ellor, 


TELETYPE- 


,/ 


'ECIAL INQUIRY I BUDED: AUGUST 




WHITS HOUSE BAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF 
CHANCELLOR, WHO HAS TODAY BEEN NAMED DIRECTOR, BROADCASTING 
SERVICE (VGA), U. S. INFORMATION AGENCY. 

BORN JULY FOURTEEN, NINETEEN TWINTYSEVEN, CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS, AND PRESENTLY RESIDES NEW YORK CITY WHERE HE IS 

NEWS COMMENTATOR, NBC, SEE WHO^S WHO FOR FURTHER BACKGROUND 
DATA. 

FOR URINFO, NEWS REPORTS TODAY ALSO DESCRIBE HIM AS 
WHITS HOUSE CORRESPONDENT. 

ASSIGN CASE TO MATURE, EXPERIENCED AGENTS. DUE TO 




^ NATURE OF REQUEST, BODED MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

SPIN. 


ToUon 

Belmont — ^ 
Mohr ^ 


OeLooch - - / 
Casper , 


NOTE: Request received 7/27/65 from White House7 Separate memo 

sent through re request. - ^ memo 
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. 230PW URGENT 7-28-G5 BMS ' " 

TO VASHIN6T0N FIELD^ NEV YORK .^^^HICAGO SPRINGFIELD 

from director ip"'- 

JOHN WILLIAM CHANCELLOR, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED, AUGUST 
tiGHT NEXT. ^ : 

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF 
CHANCELLOR, WHO HAS TODAY BEEN MAMED DIRECTOR, BROADCASTING 
SERVICE /VOA/, U. S. INFORMATION AGENCY. 

BORN JULY FOURTEEN, NINETEEN TWENTYSEVEN, CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS, AND PRESENTLY RESIDES NEW YORK CITY WHERE HE IS 

NEWS COMMENTATOR, NBC. SEE WHO/S WHO FOR FURTHER BACKGROUND 
DATA. 

FOR URINFO, MEWS REPORTS TODAY ALSO DESCRIBE HIM AS 
WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT. 

ASSIGN CASE TO MATURE, EXPERIENCED AGENTS. DUE TO 
EXPEDITE NATURE OF REQUEST, BUDED MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 
SPIN. 

END 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • . g*! ^T~7~ 

Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPeI^ 

M Conrad 


TO 


Hr. W._€. Sulli 



DATE; August 11, 1965 


.^OH ; 
SUBJECT: 



[Callohon . 
“onrod , 

PcU 

Cole 

Ros«n 

Sullivan — , 
Tovei 

TroUet * 

Tele. Room , 
Holmes . 
Gond 


JOHN WIliLIAM -CHANCELLOR 
SPECIALj'INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 







. The following account of my activities in connection with 

captionea matter is submitted in response to your request! 

my capacity as the 

. States Inf Qrmat.ion ^g^ency, I was in discussiojx with 

, at 5:00 p.m., 8/11/CfiS. IVhil^^ 

engaged, anigHf mentioned instant case stating that he had re- 
^ested the results of FBI investigation in instant matter from the 
tihite -House and in this connection showed me a memorandum Mr. Marvin 
Watson, Wiite House, to Mr. Marks (newly appointed Director of the 
U. S. Information Agency) stating that it is the policy of the White 
House to retain the reports where the President has named a person 
to an official position. 

pointed o ut__tbat— this positio n is not subject to 
Senate confirmation and that CmHHHm||||||||§ to grant a aipa-r anaa 
fo^acces^to classified information, had “nothing 






advised that he had in his possession FBI summaries 
received trom.the White House in similar cases and indicated his 
intention of recontacting Mr. Watson with these to resolve the matter 
of clearance.' As he always received relevant summaries before, he 
thought it strange the White House was making an exception in the 
Chancellor case. Sis_r_emarks were very brief, taking about two to 

in the room at 

Absolutely no references were made to moral issues or any other 
aspects of the case. 

/•' 

At no time have I had access to, or knowledge of, the 
results of our investigation in the Chancellor case. I knew 
nothing about the case and, therefore, was incapable of discussing 
it even if the matter ' . 

WJM.-mls 'i:*3) 

1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Sullivan 





been raised, wjiich it was not. 
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TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES CC RNMENT 

Memorandum 


MR. TOLSON ; 

w. aS^felt 



DATE: August 12, 1965 



SUBJECT: JOHN WILLIAAl CHANCELLOR 


tr director, VOICE OF AMERICA 

, U. S. INFORMATION AGENCY 


SuItivQn \ 
Tdvel , 

T rotter 
Tele. Room , 
Holmes . 
Gandy . 





■ oiif +), Re memoraudum Felt to To lson thi s date. 
)(' out the results of my interview with — 

A i _ . 


uui. me results oi my interview with ^^Btem^^MMBd||a|Ujm^Phdum'irointed 


of thp Ti 'TTS!!^ departure he contacts LeonardMarks Director 
^ ' WhiteHouseT M^ks Md^i||J||f em by'MarviJr^atson at the" i 

sr.-^r'iss'-sSSs* 551^^^ 1 


lad raised 


,1 any quLlon‘conci^tag°toHI!iit^of 
t about the pressure being uppUed to gTt copie?oltte IbI "Sort! ° ^ concerned 


and the need for rertj^g ttf mSrtSSor?®^®^® % ^Slor 

the report was not SiS^shed to a dyls'ed that 

OBSERVATION 

— &PP63XS thHit this in^ttBr hs^ bssn rGSolved fat* a<s u 

For this reason there is no need for interview of Marks as concerned. i 

memorandum. ^®^®^^®^ded m^yjirevious 

, , /// - 

RECOMMENDATION ^ 

/ y" 

^That no^ further action be taken in thjs matter. 
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1 - Mr, Detach 
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1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 


(See Crime Records ADDENDUM NEXT PAGE) 


Felt to Mr. Tolson memo 
RE: John William Chancellor 


ADDENnUM: Crime Records Division, (C^P-.bpk) 

dUHim^dvi^ed me in strict confidence at 3:20 p. m . , 

8-12 65, that she had discussed this matter telephonically with Leonard 
Maaks for approximately t wenty minutes last nW, 8- 11-65. She stated that 
Mar^ had told herj;^t a ’’regular cop”- 

that he had been snooping around the FBI and was now insisting that m 
Chancellor’a.iile be furnished to him. 


Marvin Watson advised DeLoach at approximately 2:20 p.m. 
today, 8-12-65^haUhMJg^irector^ar had called him a few minutes 
* was in Marks' office at thejime of 

tl^^^o Watson. Marks put^^^^Ki^ phone . According to Watson, 
iiini that he, 4IH|||ili||iH[||P was completely satisfied 
regarding the Chancellor that he no longer desired to raise any 

issue. Watson stated that over backwards to be courteous and 

that he had apologized for being ’’pushy. ” Marks then came on the phone. He 


►a visit this morning. 


reputedly told Watson that the FBI had paid^^^^^^_ . 

Marks stated that in conversation with the President and Watson he had not 
meant to infer that the FBI had ’’leaked” any information. Marks told Watson 

entire matter was settled — that Chancellor was now cleared and there 
would be no further difficulty. 


Watson told me that under the circumstances we should not 
make any further inquiries. He stated that both he and the President were 
satisfied, that the FBI had handled this matter in good fashion and there had 
been no "leaks..'” i told Watson that we had c hecked ver y carefully and had 
determined that none of our people had givenMHBIany information relative 
to Ch^cellorJ^or^. I further told him that follo wing his approval we had 

morning and that had unequivocally denied 

that he had received any information from the FBI. I told Watson thatABliBi 
had fimther denied that he had told Marks that he had received informationfro? 
the FBI. I mentioned that under the circumstances it definitely and conclusively 
was proven that the FBI was not responsible for any so-called ’’leaks. ” 

He told me that^^^s^^^^ he agreed and would so advise the President. 


^^hePresitet'a^^^ told Marks he would give him 


(CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
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Felt to Mr, Tolson memo 
RE: John William Chancellor 


^DENBUM: Crime Reco rds Division, (CDDrbpk) — (continued) 

ACTION:''^ ' . . - 

» ' 


J.U j. That the Director or I review this matter with the PrPciHonf of 

uie lacc mat me FBI is not responsible for anv ”leak«? •• t-ha ^ u , , 

with thig fa^ on a 
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FO-3SO (4-3-62) 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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TIflE-jWMINTMENT of Chicagoan John^han. >llni-, a 
former Sun-Trmcs reporter, to head the Votce t?i Ameri ca marks 
the 'second time John has taken a pay cut. Not too* long ago 
he quit as host of NBC-TV's Today sho\y at $125,000 a year 
to return to his first love, news reporting, at an estimated 
: $^0,000 a year. His present post in government will pay him 

• half that sum. , . . One of the lasting TV imjjressions of Chan- 
cellor came during the 1964 Republican convention in San 
Francisco, when he was placed under arrest and hustled off the 
floor by gendarmes at the command of the sergeant-at-afms 
to “clear the aisles.*’ I 

A>«i:^AYS AGO CHANCELLOR got wind ofihe fact 
that something was in the air when he told an intiaiaTe: “I 
can't quite figure out why, but the fresideht 
seems to have taken a new liking to me." . . • 
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, Prejf InternAUoaal 

N^'VQAhhiel^ 

John Chancellor, former 
Wlut^li^se correspondent 
for the National Broadcast- 
ings Co., was sworn in yes- 
terday^ as Director of the 
Voice of America* The bath 
was administered by Lebnv ' 
ard Marks, who himself was 
sworn in as Director of the 
U.S. Information ^‘Agency ! 
Tuesday. - - — ‘ | 
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ON the' Am 


‘Voice c? America’ — 
A W orking Newsman 


John Chancellor, newly named 
director of the Voice of Ameri- 
ca, is the **first working- news- 
paperman to head the agency/' 
awording^to. President 

appointment, 

(E&P, JuIy^Sl,) 

As director, Mr. Chancellor 
will oversee the writing and 
broadcasting of news, commen- 
taries and features 8QQ^ hours 
a week in 37 languages "over a 
world-wide network. 

He brings to this job his 15 
years of experience as a news 
correspondent for. National 
Broadcasting Company and a 
brief stint prior to that as re- 
porter, rewrite man and fea- 
ture writer for the Chi6ago 
Siin-Timea. 

A colleague recalled that Joh^ 
had /'gotten the ax” with sev- 
eral others in a retrenchment 
move at Easter, 1950. He went 
to work as a leg man for NBC 
commentators in Chicago. 

Before he was assigned to the 
White House in September, 1964, 
Mr. Chancellor scored many 
firsts as a national convention 
reporter. 

Arre.sled ut Convention 

His most famous, broadcasting 
his own arrest, took place during 
the Republican convention. He 
refused to move when an assist- 
ant sergeant-at-arms ordered the 
aisles cleared. 

This is what happened : 

“I'm not moving,” Mr. Chan- 
cellor said. “Are* you going to 
carry me out?” - 
“We have been instructed to 
remove you,” said a policeman. 

Mr. Chancellor looked up at 
the cameras and said, "The next 
move in this drama is up to the 
cops. 

"Badge number 38 now has 
his heavy hand on my elbow. 
Here we go. 

"It's awfully hard to remain 
dignified at a time like this," 
Mr. Chancellor said as he was 
ushered out. 


pute was settled and he was back 
at his post on the convention 
floor. 

Mr. Chancel lor has also served 
overseas hi NBC News bureaus 
in Vienna, London, Moscow and 
Bnissels. His reporting has won 
him a Sigma Delta Chi award 
and a Robert E. Sherwood 
award. 

- Newsmen who have worked 
jwith him both here and abroad 
rate him as an outstanding, 
enterprising reporter. The Presi- 
dent is known to share this 
judgment. 

Admired by President 

Those close to the White 
House recount one occasion when 
President Johnson took time out 
during a vacation outing just to 
catch a Chancellor broadcast on 
television. While watching he 
commented: "Now there's an in- 
telligent young man. I can't 
think of anyone I enjoy talking 
to more than John Chancellor.” 
In announcing Mr. Chancel- 
lor's appointment at his news 
conference July 28, the President 
said: 

"I am satisfied that the Voice 
of America will be in imagina- 
tiv^>. competent, reliable and 
always truthful hands?^ " 




Retained Senjie of Humor 



As he approached the exit, he 
laughingly reported to the 
viewers, "Don't worry, NBC has 
plenty of other reporters here 
to continue coverage.” 

Then he disappeared from the 
screen his came out of 

somewhere in custody," 

few minut es, /ii.. 
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TC: SAC, CHICAGO 

FROM: SAC, SPRIHCFELO (131-253) 

JOHIT 7fILLLUlC^lNC22.LOR, 3?!, _ ; : • 

■ R2 BUTZL JULY T.?Z:TTYj: IC-HT LAST, 

NO RECORD C? ADPODITEE AS 70R:ER STUEENT, U3ir/ERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS, UR3ANA CA^IPUS. S'rJDSNT RCST3R2 FOE CMICAC-^3 
JNDjiitCR.lDUATE DIVISION SI-ICV/ JOIDI 7», CILINCELLCE, TINP/2RSIT'' 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ONE FP/E NINE T-TO, ENROLLED 
THERE DOTH SSIESTERS NPETEEN FORTYSE'/EN - FORTYEIGHT, 

AND FIRST SEMESTER NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT - FORTYITINE. 

CHICAGO HANDLE. 

ADDITIONAL P?/E3TIGATICN BE PIG CCJEUCTED SPRINGFIELZ 
OFFICE AND NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. 

COPY :LULSD BUREAU. RUC. 


1 - SI (131-353) 
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REBUTEL, JULY TWENTYEIGHT l^t, SEE. UI^PY. 

' : ‘^blNT^ PERSONNEL FILE . AT WASHINC^N, D.C, , INCOMPLETE 

NEWTC^v:^ HBHHH|BBHIPI^ .personnel , NBC » 
THim^COTELLm PLJa 

A^ CHET HUNTLEY, NBC. , 

BUREAU ADVISED. 
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teletype 


TO SACS WASHINGTON FIELD (BSM) 
CHICAGO 
ST. LOUIS 
BALTIMORE 


URGENT 


jmrr'n-j — r.., . — 




FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

“ T^rt 

JOHN WILLIAM CI^CELLOR, SPECIAL INQUIRY, wM: AUGUST 

SIX NEXT. 

FOR INFO ST. LOUIS AND BALTIMORE WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED 
EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF CHANCELLOR WHO HAS BEEN NAMED DIRECTOR, 
VOICE OF AMERICA, U.S. INFORMATION AGENCY. BORN JULY FOURTEEN 
NINETEEN TWENTYSEVEN, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, AND IS PRESENTLY EMPLOYED 
BY NBC IN WDC AND NEW YORK CITY AS CORRESPONDENT. FORMERLY 
EMPLOYED AS REPORTER BY “CHICAGO SUN-TIMES.” 

RECORDS. IDENTIFICATION DIVISION INDICATE PERSON APPARENTLY 
Sri- identical with chancellor FINGERPRINTED MARCH NINETEEN FORTYFIVE 
5^5 BY CSC FOR POSITION OF CLERK WITH WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION, U.S. 
ggg EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, CHICAGO. PREVIOUS ADDRESSES GIVEN AS TEN Jj 
-||g TWENTY N. LASALLE; EIGHT ONE SEVEN N. DEARBORN; ONE THREE ZERO Z^O 
li N. STATE; AND ELEVEN ONE SEVEN N. DEARBORN, PROM NINETEEN THIRTYTWO 
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TO FORTYFOUR, ALL CHICAGO, 
MICHIGAN, CHICAGO. 


DHY: 



• Room — / ** / 
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UNIT 
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Return to 





12 58 


TELETWE TO WEO 
RE: JOBWpWILLIAM 



CHANCELLOR 



ALSO FINGERPRINTED JULY NINETEEN FORTYTHREE BY CSC FOR 

POSITION OF MESB^GER, CHICAGO ORDNANCE DISTRICT, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
CHICAGO. 


AGAIN FINGERPRINTED AUGUST NINETEEN FORTYFOUR FOR POSITION 
OF CLERK WITH CHICAGO ORDNANCE DISTRICT, WAR DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO. 

FOR FURTHER INFO, INVESTIGATION CHICAGO HAS DSELOPElf 
ALLEGATIONS OF POSSIBLE HOMOSEXUAL TENDENCIES ON PART OF 
CHANCELLOR. 
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TO: SAC, aVLTiriCIC 


FHCZI: SAC, T7FO (101-S22C>.' ,’j 

uCIi.1 ■i'iiiijIA^r'CIlAZiCZLIiOIl 

s?: 

ZTJZx.i.>: 3/3/Go :-* 



ZcButel dated 7/03/G3, 
7/CO/": 3, ao cc 3A. 


CO cc 3A, and ZlYtol dated 


_^ias w-Lil ^ocrirn^'^rO talophcae call tc Cuper'/isor 
, I j I I '^0/35. 'Tbito House lias reauested 

3-cpeciie lavesticjatioa oi CrL\^iCZLLCR r/iio has oeea nacied 
uirecwor, Broadcast ias Service, Voice oi ^haerica, U. 3. 
Aa-oroat^on Agency. Appointee bora G/14/27 Chicago, ■>’T»ij^Q4 3 
presently :Tews Commentator, :ra:. Served in TJ. S. Army** * * 

..lay, to July, 10*17, :To service number obtained to 

elate* 


b7C 


^ ^A reciuested to caecic G— 0 iiles concerning the 
appo_u;.ee. 3A be alert ior any information regarding 
acnosermax tendencies on the part oi the apx»iatoe, 

2 - 3altimore 
1 - Bureau 
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FBI- NEW YORK 
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B02T0N, CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, 'aND WASHINGTON FI^ 



/WFO VIA WASHINGTON/ 

ROM NEW YORK /1 6 1 -NEW/ 4 PGS 



^ - A . . :j& : 

JOHN WILLIAM CHANCELLOR. SPI. BUDED AUGUST EIGHt'nEXT 


WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION OF CHANCELLOR, 
WHO HAS BEEN NAMED DIRECTOR, BROADCASTING SERVICE, VOICE OF AMERICA 
/VOA/, U. S^ INFORMATION AGENCY /USIA/. 

BORN JULY FOURTEEN TWENTY SEVEN, CHICAGO, ILL., AND IS PRESENTLY 
NEWS COMMENTATOR, NBC. NEWS REPORTS ALSO DESCRIBE HIM AS WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENT. * 

INVESTIGATION NYC REFLECTS APPOINTEE ATTENDED DE PAUL ACADEMY 


CHICAGO, ILL., NINETEEN FORTY ONE TO FORTY THREE, SERVED IN U. S.'^ARMY 
MAY FORTY FOUR TO JULY FORTY SEVEN AND ATTENDED UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
EXTENSION SCHOOL, CHICAGO UNDERGRADUATE DIVISION, FROM FORTY SEVEN TO 




END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TVO /# 161-CHANCELLOf?/ ‘ ' 

forty NINE. 

PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE ADVISED APPOINTEE WAS HIGH SCHOOL "DROP-OUT 
but received EQUIVILENT EDUCATION ON 6. I. BILL. 


APPOINTEE EMPLOYED AS COPY BOY AND REPORTER CHICAGO SUN-TIMES FEB 
V EIGHT - AP^L FIFTY AND IS MEMBER OF ASSOi^ATEO NEWSPAPER 

GUILD, CHICAGO. APPOINTEE EMPLOYED NBC, CHICAGO FROm'maY FIFTY UNTIL 
transfer to VIENNA SOMETIME IN NINETEEN FIFTY EIGHT. - 

APPOINTEE-S ADDRESS IN FIFTY WAS ONE THREE TWO ZERO NORTH ASTOR 
ST., CHICAGO. 

APPOINTEE-S FATHER DECEASED AND HIS MOTHER, MOLLY BARRETT CHANCEL- 
LOR, 'ALLEGEDLY MENTALLY ILl}‘“S^C^^^ TO UNKNOWN CATHOLIC NURSING 


'4iOME, CHICAGO. APPOINTEE MARRIED CONSTANCE HERBERT IN NINETEEN .FIFTY 
AND DIVORCED ‘‘CHIC^d; DATE UNKNOWN. APPOINTEE-S- 





APPOINTEE CURRENTLY MARRIED TO 




BARBARA UPSHAW 


CHANCELLOR 



AP- 


POINTEE MARRIED UPSHAW IN FIFTY EIGHT AT CHICAGO. APPOINTEE-S PRESENT 



END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE ?NY 161-CHANCELlOR/‘ 


INVESTIGATION rIfLECTS FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS ACOUAINTANCES FOR 
(I ANT YEARS.. 

gMO^ppEN^a^ .CHICAGO . 



^^P.WINQ>J*ERSONS ARE ACQUAINTED WITH* 
MNAKuB ACyfignUNDMNEdi . 


APPOINTEE; AND' MAY. HAVE AD- 




APPOINTEE RETURNED FROM BRUSSELS, BELGIUM TO NYC MAY SIXTY FOUR, 
END PAGE THREE 
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FOUR /NY 161 -CHANCELLOR/ 

•AND TRANSFERRED TO WASH., D. C SEPTEMBER SIXTY FOUR. APPOINTEE CURRENTLY 
RESIDES THREE ONE TWO SIX WOODLEY ROAD, NORTH WEST WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NYO HAS NO INFO TO DATE OF ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS. 

ASSIGN CASE' TO MATURE, EXPERIENCED AGENTS. DUE ff" EXPEDITE NATURE 
OF REQUEST, BUDED MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

ALL OFFICES HANDLE APPROPRIATE LEADS. 

SPIN. 
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Tcfson 
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Mohr 

OeLooch , 
C«j;sper _ 
Cuilahan . 
Coniod _ 

Evens 
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Rosen ^ 

I Sullivan 



/Tel^ Room , 



Condy — 


In connection with the current investigation 
being conducted concerning Chancellor, Chicago has 
determined thatvhe has been close friends with Secretary 
of Labor 'Willard/iV.. Wirtz in connection with the_ir mutual 
activities in Democratic political campaigns ia&he pa^. 


Chancellor was named head of the Voice of America 
by President Johnson on 7-28-65. He is a NatLonal Broad- 
casting Company correspondent who was formerly a reporter 
for the "Chicago Sun Times," 

ACTION: 



Secre%ary '6& Labor Wirtz should be interviewed 
by liaison for his comments concerning Chancellor. 



L 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr\ Cleveland 
1 - Mr. YoungV5?:s^.'~- 
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' CHANCELLOR — 

me News White House Correspondent 


John Ch|ncellQr brings to his assignment as NBC News* V/hlte 
House correspondent- a b:uad background of experience In national 

-- as well as in the international field. 

During the.vSummer of 1964 he fuifm^ri 

^ luiiiiied major reporting roles 

: «at the Hepubllcan aniSemocratlc national conventlor#and off Ellot^on ' 

^Ight he reported the projections and analysis of the election results 
a- NBC News' Electronic Vote Analysis reporter. 

In the latter role he contributed additional Information 

rrem; personal observation gathered from his cross-country travels and 

meetings with key local political personalities In advance of the 

conventions. Previously, Chancellor had covered evexy Presidential 

campaign and all but one Important off-year election for NBC News 
Since I950. 

Chancellor has also served overseas In NBC News bureaus In 
Vienna, London, Moscow and Brussels. His reporting has won him a 
national sigma Delta Chi Award and a Robert E. Sherwood Award. 

Chancellor Joined NBC News In Chicago In 1950 as Midwestern 
correspondent. His beat not only covered that city but stretched 

from Canada, to the Gulf Of Mexico. In 1956 he was a television floor - 

reporter at the political conventions and also covered Adlal E. 

Stevenson in the Presidential campaign. 

Early in 1958, following other domestic assignments,, he was 

assigned to NBC News' Vletma ^reau En route he covered stories In 

Rome, Tunis and Paris. S — 

(more) / ^ 





FBI NEV YORK 

439 PH URGEI4T 7-30-65 JAM. 
TO ‘DIRECTOR /lO/ BOSTON AND 
/BOSTON VIA WASHINGTON - 

FROM NEW YORK 3P 

/ 

JOHN WILLIAM^CHANCELLOR^ SPI 
AUGUST EIGHT NEXT.# 

RE 



WASHINGTON FIELD 
ENCODED 



NO CC BOSTON. 


CHICAGO TEL TO NEW YORK 
FOR INFO BOSTON WHO RECEIVED LEADS BY NEW YORK TEL DATED 


JULY TWENTYNINE LAST, RE CHICAGO TEL REFLECTS AS FOLLOWS.. 

AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF ONLY AS POT TnK- iigsiinrp 
AND GOOD DEMOCRAT, TELE PHONIC ALLY ADVISED CHICAGO OFFICE 
JULY TWENTYEIGHT LAST THAT THE ADMINISTRATION SHOULD KNOW THAT 






JOHN CHANCELLOR HAD BEEN LOCKED UP A NUMBER OF TIMES BY J 

CHICAGO PD AND HAD A "BIG SHEET". HE WAS ARRESTED ABOUT 

YEARS AGO ON MORALS CHARGES AND THE RECORDS ARE NOW AT ELEvfilIH^"*^‘^^“ 

3 Sc? 29 1965 

AND STATE, CHICAGO PD RECORD BUREAU. HE WAS ARRESTED BY THIRT Y 
FIFTH AND THIRTY SIXTH DISTRICTS, ONCE ON ELM STREET AND ON ANOTHER 
OCCASION AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL. THE LATTER CHARGE WAS QUASHED. 

ON ONE OCCASION, HE WAS FOUND HIDING ON A ROOF WITH BINOCULARS. 

OFFICER WHO CALLED STATED THAT ALL OF THESE ARRESTS ARE 
MATT ERS OF RECO RD WITH CHICAGO PD AND COULD BE CHECKED. 
aND'^fVlGE ONE' ' - 


§3 o'er 'f %65 


i' A:.'?. ScLiioiir res Tiis c.^rcrcs 
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CHICAGO CRIMINAL INFORMANT ADVISED JULY TWENTY NINE 
last that JOHN CHAMcElOR IS KNOWN IN THE HOMOSEXUAL CIRCLES AS 
. "ONE OF US AND FRIENDLY TO US". INFORMANT STATED THAT ONLY 
yesterday, JULY TWENTY EIGHT, HE HAD REMARKED TO A HOMOSEXUAL 
, ^RIEND THAT ONE OF US" , ^MEANING CHANCELLOR, IS GETTING^^UP IN 
the WORLD, REFERRING TO HIS APPOINTMENT AS DIRECTOR OF ToiCE " 
OF AMERICA. INFORMANT STATED HE WILL MAKE INQUIRIES IN' EFFORT 
TO ASCERTAIN INDIVIDUALS PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH CHANCELLOR 
IN REGARD TO HIS HOMOSEXUAL TENDENCIES. NOT KNOWN PERSONALLY 
TO INFORMANT, BUT HAD KNOWN OF HIM THROUGH HOMOSEXUAL 
ASSOCIATES BEFORE READING OF APPOINTMENT. 

CHICAGO PD ARREST FILES DISCLOSE THAT JOHN CHANCELLOR 
OCCUPATION RjiPORTER FOR NBC, BORN JULY FOURTEEN, TWENTY SEVEN, 
ARRESTED MAY TEN,' FIFTY ONE, FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT, "ARRESTED 
ON FIRE ESCAPE AT SEVENTY EIGHT EAST ELM STREET”. DISPOSITION, 
DISCHARGED MAY TWENTY ONE, FIFTY ONE. CHANCELLOR ALSO ARRESTED 
FEBRUARY JLEVE^F^FTY^^^ 0N_CHA^E^0F DISORDERLY CONDUdl” 

"FOUND ON ROOF OF AMBASSADOR HOTEL. DISPOSITION, DISCHARGED, 
FEBRUARY THIRTEEN, FIFTY ONE. PD RECORDS ALSO SHOW ONE JOHN 
W. CHANCELLOR, ON MARCH TWENTY SEVEN, FORTY NINE, ARRESTED ON 
CHARGE OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT, DRUNK, DISPOSITION, DISCHARGED, 

END PAGE TWO " ’ ’ ' • 


PAGE THREE 

MARCH TWENTYEIGHT, FORTY NINE. ALSO ARRESTED AUGUST THIRTEEN 
FORTY NINE FOR SPEEDING, BEING UNDER INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR 

NO DRIVERS LICENSE.^^DISPOSITION LISTED AS BOND FORFEITURE 
AND CAPIAS ISSUED SEPTEMBER, NINETEEN FORTY NINE. REcSIdS DO " 
NOT INDICATE WHETHER THIS WARRANT -WAS EVER SERVED. 

HOMOCIDE AND SEX DIVISION AND VICE SECTION, CHICAGO 
PD, HAS NO INFO INDENTIFIABLE WITH APPOINTEE. 

ALL OFFICES BE ALERT FOR ANY INFO REGARDING HOMOSEXUAL 
TENDENCIES ON PART OF APPOINTEE. 

INVESTIGATION NYC REFLECTS CHANCELLOR KNOWN TO 
DOUGLAS KIXER /PHONETIC/, WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT FOR 
NY HERALD TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT, 

CBS, WASHINGTON, DC, ^ 

IfHI CBS WHILE CHANCELLOR IN LONDON FOR NBC. 

WFO INTER VIEW. ABOVE. 

END 
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PAGE TWO • 

remarked to a HOMbSEXUAL FRIEND THAT "ONE OF US", MEANING CHANCELLOR, 
j IS GRTTING UP IN THE WORLD, REFERRING TO HIS APPOINTMENT AS 

I director of voice of \america. informant stated he will make inouiries 

IN AN EFFORT TO ASC^_|.tAIN INDIVIDUALS PERSONALLY. AGMaINTED- WITH j 
\ CHANCELLOR IN REGARDS TO HIS HOMOSEXUAL TENDENCIES, NOT KNOWN I 

PERSONALLY TO INFORMANT, BUT HAD KNOWN OF HIM THROUGH HOMOSEXUAL / 
^ASSOCIATES BEFORE READING OF APPOINTMENT. / 

^Tp^HICAGO PD ARREST FILES DISCLOSE THAT JOHN CHANCELLOR, OCCPATION 
reported for national BROADCASTING COMPANY, BORN JULY FOURTEEN 
NINETEEN TWENTY SEVEN, fl RRESTED.ON MAY TEN FIFTY O NE- FOR DISORDERLY «0| 
ARRESTED ON FIRE ESCAPE AT SEVENTY EIGHT EAST ELM STREET", DISPOSITION 
-DISCHARGED MAY TWENTY ONE FIFTY ONE. CHANCELLOR ALSO ARRESTED 
FEBRUARY ELEVEN FIFTY ONE ON CHARGE OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT- "FOUND 

ON ROOF OF AMBASSADOR HOTEL", DISPOSITION- DISCHARGED, FEBRUARY THIRTEEN 
FIFTY ONE. 

IN MAY FIFTY ONE , CHANCELLOR DESCRIBED AS WMA, AGE THIRTY, 

MARRIED, BORN JULY FOURTEEN TWENTY SEVEN, CHICAGO, EMPLOYED 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


national broadcasting company, as reporter, in nineteen fifty one, 

CHANCE^lrLgl^SiS- address LISTED ^S ONE THREE tWCPZERO NORTH ASTOR CHICAGO. 
CHICAGO PD RECORDS SHOW ONE JOHN W. CHANCELLOR, ON MARCH 
^" ^ENTY SEVEN FORTY. NINE . ARRESTED ON CHARGE OF DISOR DERLY CON DUCT* 
DRUNK, DISPOSITION- DISCHARGED, MARCH TWENTY EIGHT FORTY NINE. ALSO 
VARRESTED ON AUGUST THIRTEEN FQRTJLNINE FOR SPEEDING, BEING UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR AND NO DRIVERS LICENSE. DISPOSITION LISTED 
AS BOND FORFERITURE;|ND CAPIAS ISSUED SEPTEMBER NIN.|TEEN FORTY NINE, 
RECORDS DO NOT INDICATE WHETHER THIS WARRANT WAS E^Tr SERVED. 




CHANCELLOR LISTED RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT AS .SEVEN TWO ONE SOUTH 
MICHIGAN- REPORTER, ON MARCH TWENTY SEVEN FORTY NINE, AND STEVENS HOTEL 
AND CITY EDITOR ON AUGUST THIRTEEN 
FORTY NINE. 

IT IS TO BE NOTED CHICAGO PD ADVISED THAT CHANCELLOR WAS 
FINGERPINTED CONCERING ARREST IN NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, BUT THE FINGERPRINT 
CARDS WERE DESTROYED WHEN THE CASES WERE DISCHARGED. 

END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 

HOMOICIDE AND SEX DIVISION AND VICE SECTION, CHICAGO PD, HAS 
NO information identifiable VITH APPei-NTEE. 

CHICl^b indices NEGATIVE: CONCERING CHANCELLOR, ft-? r 

NEW YORK AND WFO BE ALERT FOR ANY INFORMATION REGARDING HOMOSEXUAL 
tendencies on pari OF APPOINTEE. 

END 
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FSI CHICAGO , , 

Ml 03 PM CDST URGENT 7-29-65 HRF 
DIRECTOR, SACS, WFO AND NEW YORK 
NEW YORK and' VFO VIA DIRECTOR 
FROfi.X«fCAGO 

VILLI AM'“CHANCEi.UGR, ISP. 


REBUTEL TO WFO JULY TWENTY EIGHT LAST. 

AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFTY HIMSELF ONLY AS A POLICE OFFICER AND 
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A GOOD DEMOCRAT, TELEPHONEICALLY ADVISED CHICAGO OFFICE JULY TWENTY 
EIGHT LAST THAT THE ADMINISTRATION SHOULD KNOW THAT JOHN CHANCELLOR 
HAD BEEN LOCKED UP A NUMBER OF TIMES BY THE CHICAGO PD AND HAD A 
"BIG SHEET". HE WAS ARRESTED ABOUT SIX YEARS AGO ON MORALS CHARGES 
AND THE RECORDS ARE NOW AT ELEVENTH AND STATE, CHICAGO PD RECORD 
BUREAU. HE WAS ARRESTED BY THE THIRTY FIFTH AND THIRTY SIXTH DISTRICTS 
ONCE ON ELM STREET AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL. ^ 
THE LATTER CHARGE WAS QUASHED. ON ONE OCCASION, HE WAS FOUND HIDING 
ON A ROOF WITH BINOCULARS. 

THE OFFICER WHO CALLED STATED THAT ALL OF THEs£I^i?fif?°B MATTERS 

o SEP 29 19 o3 

OR RECORD WITH THE CHICAGO PD AN^gU^J^^ECKED. 

'""’"’’"'CHI^GO CRIMINAL INFORMAnSI^^^^SaNT DATE tSaT jbHN 
CHANCELLOR IS KNOWN IN THE HOMOSEXUAL CIRCLES AS "ONE OF US AND / 

INFO^ANT STATED THAT ONLY YESTERDAY HE HAD 

'two RELV/uD I.O.. 


.^PPLY Xp n sy 

I . I 


2 - John Chancellor 


Later thac year he spent two-and-a-half months covering 
the Lebanese civil war. Assigned to the London Bureau, he ranged as far 
as the Khyb^r Pass, to Afghanistan and to thecMediterranean. In mid- 
19o0 he was named chief 9^* Npc News* Moscow Bureau, where he covered 
the trial of Francis Gary Powers and other important stories. 

During h3.s Moscow toiir of duty, he returned to the United 
States to v/ork on NBC News’ coverage of the i960 elections. He traveled 
with the candidates and interviewed them on "The Great Debates," in 
addition to handling ■ the Midwest Desk on Election Night. 

Ke went back to Moscow, and returned to the U. S. again in 
July, 1961, to become host of I'IBC-TV's "Today" program for one year, 
living in New York. He spent the balance of 1962 analyzing and 
reporting on political developments in the Par West during the election 
campaigns. In that role he traveled in six West Coast states, visiting 
the state capitals, gathering facts on election laws, election trends 
and the candidates themselves. He was also anchor man for "The 
Campaign and the Candidates" series of pre-election TV specials and 
reported developments from the Par West on Election Night. 

Chancellor returned to Europe early in I963 to study the 
Common Market, and reported on it in a widely acclaimed special, "A 
Country Called Europe." In July he was named head of the NBC News 
bureau covering the Common Market in Brussels. He returned to the U.S. 
early in 1964 to begin preparation for his floor reporter assignment 
at the conventions. -- 


(more) 


.3 - Jo’nn Chanc ellor 


Born i.* Chicago in 1927, Chancello' attended local 
schools and the University of Illinois. After service in the 
Army, be J-oi-ned the ehicago- Sun-Times in 19’48 and for two years 
filled varied assignments as reporter, rewrite man andV'l’eature 

i r- . 

writer before starting his career in broadcasting. He is married 
to the former Eaziara Upshaw. They have two children: Laura 

four, and Barnaby, three. 

0 

NBC-New Yorlc, 12/9/64 


Of»rioN*i >o>M *»o. 10 
mi toinoN 
C»* ctn. tfO. MO. if 


UNITED STATES C ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : Mr. Mohr 

FROM : C. DM>i^bach 

SUBJECT: JOHN 'CHANCELLOR 

DIRECTOR, V^CE OF AMERICA 
FORMER NBC COMMENTATOR 


i>A I'i- : July 30, 1965 



Tctv«l 

Troner 

Boon , 
Heines _ 
•Jondy - 



7/27/M 'ailed from the White House on the moraine of 

hto ia'ofmation on the captioned individual. I told 

"“.'“'■■■^adiCaUed over on Monday, 7/26/65, wffli a reddest that a 
^jjUlj|lduwgt.g^ be started on this same person. I tkd Watson thS 

requested a name check on Chancellor on Saturday, 7/10/65 
WnFcA +K memorandum had been furnished to her regarding this matter I told 
Watson that wnile a check of files and a check of the Identification Division had 
fugl’d derogatory information, this, of S“dS noriera ^t 

.1 derogatory information. Watsra raoM 

P'fjdent was in a hurry and wanted to name ChancSr as Di^ectS d 

if witom the ne.tt several hours. He asked if .1 could determine 

. . mvestigation had reflected anything derogatory thus far I told 

him It was too early to determine this, that our leads in tois matter tad iUfhe.n 

Sy - • ref io ihtafrad11i'^‘chrc^ot 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. 




.“N 


/ 


/ 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Jones 


CDDidgs 

(6) .... 



NOT RECORDED 
3 SEP 29 1965 



J>1<^ 



530C1 8'-«^ 



F3I WASH 

FBI CHICAGO 
403 AM cbsT^URGENT 7/31/65 DR? 
TO: DIRECTOR 

FHOM: CHn>Qir7l61-^2Gi) 




TLLIAM'vCHANCELLOR, SPI. 

CHICAGO TELETYPE TO BUREAU, JULY TWENTYNINE LAST. 

REFERENCE FILES, "CHICAGO DAILY TRI3UNE", RivilwED THIS 
DATE RERECT ARTICLE OF MAY ELEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTYONE. C APTTnMFn 
"CAN»T EXPLAIN PRESENCE OF FIRE ESCAPE, SEIZED", REPORTING 
ARREST OF JOHN CHANCELLOR, AGE TWENTYTHREE, THIRTY EAST DIVISION 
STREET, WHO STATED WAS NEWS REPORTER FOR RADIO NETWORK, EARLY 
YESTERDAY ON FIRE ESCAPE OF 3UIDING AT SEVENTYSIX DASH SEVENTY 
EIoHT EAST ELM STREET. ARTICLE STATED CHANCELLOR COULD NOT 
EXPLAIN PRESENCE THERE AND WAS BOOKED ON DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
CHARGE, NO OTHER PERTINENT INFO REVEALED FROM THESE FILES. 

• COMBINED REFERENCE FILE OF "CHICAGO DAILY NEWS" AND 
CHICTAGO sun TIMES" REVIEWED THIS DATE DISCLOSED NO PERTI 

NEWS-JTEMS PUBLISHED 3Y EITHER OF THESE TWO NEWSPAPERS, HO^EVSJp 29 1965 
FILES REFLECT ITEM FURNISHED B Y CITY NEWS BUREAU 
BUTWITH PENCILED DA TE MAY TWEN TYTWQ, NINETEEN FIFTYONE. 

REaECTING JOHN CHANCELLOR, AGE TWENTYTHREE, THIRTY EAST DIVISION 
STREET, WAS SEIZED M AY TEN, NINETEEN FIFTYONE ON FI RE ESCAPE 

SEVENTYSIX DASH SEVENTYEIGHT EAST aM 


i 


/- 





I •• 
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. ' ^ 

STREET. ARTICLE INDICAGES. CHANCELLOR INSTRUCTED 3Y MUNICIPAL 
COURT JUDGE TO BRII;^ SIX.-CHARACGER REFERENCES TO COURT AT 
hearing SCHEDULED MAY TWENTYFIVE, NINETEEN FIFTYONE. 
CHANCELLOR CHARGED WITH DISORDERLY CONDUCT. ARTICLE 


. INDICATES ARREST RESULTED FROM COMPLAINT BY CARL R. 

christopherson'of seventVeight , j:ast elm street, this'^ 

article INDICATED CHA NCELLOR PLEADED FOR LENIENCY., TE LLING 
COURT J^AT STAKE AND WIFE EXPECTING BABY IN AUGUST. 
FURTHER, CHANCELLOR SAID HE HAD BEEN DRINKING ANd”hAD CUT 
THROUGH ALLEY ON WAY HOME WHEN HE HEARD FOOTSTEPS. HE 
CLIMBED FIRE ESCAPE BECAUSE HE FEARED TO BE SEEN. NEWS 
ITEM INDICATED TESTIMONY BY POLICEMAN MARTIN GRANMAN,^%^0 
SEIZED CHANCELLOR, INDICATED CHANCELLOR HAD BEEN DRINKING. 

INVESTIGATION THIS DATE DETERM I N£Dl(f|||[|H[|H||m| 
CURRENTLY ON VACATION, ITINERARY UNKNOWN, BUT SCHEDULED TO 
RETURN TO WORK AUGUST TWO NEXT. 

AND 

ADVISED UNABLE TO RECALL DETAILS OF ABOVE INDICATED ARREST 
. REFERENCE FILES OF "CHICAGO AMERICAN" REVIEWED THIS 






page three 

date disclosed no pertinent info. 


F-LIR-TH® S-EWIES OF CT<ICA30 PD RECORDS THIS DATE REVEALED 
raSPOSlTIOH'OT FEBRUARY ELEVEN, NIMETEEM FIFTYOM!. A PR-AT''np 
CHANCaLOR VAS "LEAVE TO FILE DENIED" , INDICATION NO COURT 


RECORD OTHER THAN EIITRY SHOWING CHARGE AND ABOVE DISPOSITION. ’ 
COURT DOCKET NUMBER FOR MAY TEN, NINETEEN FIFTYONE ARREST 
determined, HOWEVER, FACILITY HAVEING RECORD IN PROCESS OF ■ 
,.M0VINS and record WILL_^N0T be AVAILA9EL UNTIL AUGUST TWO NEXT. 
COMPLAINT BOOKS FOR THIRTY FIFTH AND THIRTYSIXTH POLICE 


districts in which above indicated arrests EFFECTED WERE DETERMINED 
TO BE DESTROYED. 


CHICAGO PD .RECORD INDICATED SIX AR.RESTING OFFICERS RE 
MAY TEN, NINETEEN FI FTYOME AR.REST, I NCLUDI NG|||Hmi. OTHERS 
LISTED BY LAST NAME ONLY, 

GAFFNEY AND^B|| INVESTIGATION THIS DATE REVEALED ARRESTING 
OFFICERS 3ARCAL tWILLIAM A.) AND GAFFNEY CHENRY P.) DECEASED. INOUISIi 
CHICAGO FM5 THIS-:?^ATE, INDICATE OFFICERsflBiS AND 
CURRENTLY ON FURLOUGH. PD RECORDS INDICATE SEVERAL 
ON FORCE AND UNABLE TO IDENTIFY WITHOUT FURTHER DATA. EFFORTS 


page FOUR ' / 

t 

CONTINUING TO IDENTIFY. 

RE PE3RUARY ELEVEN, NINETEEN FIFTYONE ARREST, DETERMINED 


TO HAVE BEEN 


I AND 


^EpECTED^^J^ 

^NTtRVIEWEO THIS DATE AND STATED RECALLS 



arresting chancellor SOMETIME IN NINETEEN FIFTYONE BUt 
BELIEVES ARREST WAS MADE ON FIRE ESCAPE AT SOME HOTEL,^' 
CHICAGO, NAME UNRECALLED. BELIEVED ARRESTED FOR BEING 
INTOXICATED AND DOES NOT HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE OF "PEEPING". 

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS 

CHICAGO, ADVISED THIS 
date he RECALLS ANSWERING POSSIBLE BURGLARY CALL WITH 
0FFICER^K[|§AT the AMBASSADOR EAST HOTEL. STATED HE 
^^^JBBIH^PPCCEDED up fire escape TO CHECK AND SEARCH 
REVEALED -appointee HIDING BEHIND VENT. APPOINTEE, WHEN 
QUESTIONED, -STATED THAT MANY YEARS AGO HE, APPOINTEE. HAD 
LIVED ^AT THIS HOTEL, WHERE HIS MOTHER WAS HOUSEKEEPER." 
JBPsTATED y°OINp£_ ApJ/ISE^ PLAy O N THE ROOF 

AND FIRE ESCAPE AND HAD RETURNED THj^T NI^ ON A DESIRE 
TO VISIT HIS OLD PLAY SITE.** ADVISED THEyI^Js'idERED THIS 
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S-TORY_VFgY STRANGE SINCE IT WAS PAST MIDMIG HT. APPOINTEE,. 
taken to station while story about formerly RESIDING AT HOTEL 
WAS VERIFIED., HIS EMPLOYMENT AS REPORTER FOR NEW MEDIA 
ALSO V ERIFIED AND APPOINTEE SHORTLY THEREAFTER RELEASED. 
■■PsTATED HE RECALLS APPOINTEE RATHER CLEARLY DUE TO HAVING 
OBSERVED HIM ON TELEVISION OVER THE YEARS. HE ADVISED THAT 
-SHORTLY AFTER ARREST APPOINTEE WAS AGAIN ARRESTED ON VERY 
SIMILAR .INCIDENT. HE ADVISED HE NEVER HEARD ANYTHING ELSE C 

REGARDING APPOINTEE BUT HAS ALWAYS FELT THERE WAS SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH THE STORY THE APPOINTEE GAVE THE NIGHT HE , 

ARRESTED APPOINTEE. 


ENDPAGE FIVE 


PAGE SIX 

F0RM£,3 ASSOCItATES at "CHICAGO SUN TIMES" RECALL 
APPOINTEE DURING HIS EMPLOYMENT THERE AS COPYBOY AND 

apprentice reporter, nineteen fortyeight to nineteen fifty. 

all STATE HAVE NO REASON TO QUESTION APPOINTEE’S MOR^L 

CHARACTER ALTHOUGH cTArm 

STATED 

AFTK APPOINTEE LEFT "CHICAGO SUN TINES" HE "HEARD APPOINTE- 
had been arrested by CHICAGO PD AS "PEEPING TON" 

STATES DOES NOT RECALL SOURCE OF INFORNATION AMD DOES NOT 
KNOW WHETHER THIS HEARSAY IS TRUE. 

ALL FL^RTHER STATED NOT ACQUAINTED WITH REASON FOR 
APPOINTEE’S FIRST DIVORCE BUT AT TIME APPOINTEE AND WIFE 
married were very young and PERHAPS NOT EMOTIONALLY SUITED 
FOR uARRIAoE AT^--^THAT TIME, STATED NO REASON TOYQUE3TION 
APPOINTEE’S LOYALTY TO US GOVERNMENT, ASSOCIATES OR 
ability in the field of journalism AND REPORTING. 

MHBIaND FOLLOWING PERSONS FROM "CHICAGO SUN TIMES’ 
WOULD RECOMMEND: 



INFO DEVELOPED THAI MOLLIE- ChInCELLOrVIiPPOINTEE’S 

MOTHER, NOW RESIDING AF VILLA ST. CYRIL, ONE ONE ONE ONE 


\ 
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ST, JOHN'S AVENUE, HIGHLAND a REST HOME, 



MEXT niK BU T COULD BS CONTACTED THSOUGH US EMBASSY IN 
BUREAU MAY WISH TO HAVE LEGAT HANDLE, 


RECORDS OF UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS DISCLOSE APPOINTEE 
ENTERED UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, NAVY^IER, SEPTEMBER 
SIXTEEN, NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN AND DROPPED FOR SCHOLASTIC 
failure, JANUARY TWENTYFIVE, NINETEEN FORTYNINE, NO 
DEGREE EVER RECEIVED. NOTATION ON APPOINTEE’S EDUCATION 
RECORDS STATES "NO TRANSCRIPT. MAY NOT RE-REGISTER TIL 
CLEARS WITH LIBRARY." THIS NOTATION INDICATED APPOINTEE 
CHECKED OUT BOOK WHILE IN ATTENDANCE AT UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS AND NEVER RETURNED SAME. 


NO RECORDS AVAILABELE AT "CHICAGO SUN TIMES" TO VERIFY 


STATES RECALLS APPOINTEE WORKING AT THIS NEWSPAPER DURING 



APPOINTEE'S EMPLOYMENT AS RECORDS FOR NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT 


DASH NINETEEN FIFTY DESTROYED. 



"CHICAGO SUN TIMES 


PAGE EIGHT 


PERIOD NINETEEN PORTYEIGHT TO NINETEEN FIFTY, FIRST 

AS COPYBOY AND THEN AS APPRENTICE REPORTER. APPOINTEE 

reduction inforce and went to WORK 
FOR NBC, CHICAGO. 

^■■iSTATEO RELATIONSHIP WITH APPOINTEE STRICTLY 
A business ONE BUT PERSONALLY CONSIDERED APPOINTEE TO 
BE INDIVIDUAL OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AND NO REASON TO 
QUESTION LOYALTY TO US. 


APPOINTEE'S MARRIAGE TO CONSTANCE HERBERT,^ 

verified as 

OCTOBER FOURTEEN ,, NINETEEN FIFTY AT CHICAGO. MARRIAGE 



VERIFIED AS JANUARY TWENTYFIVE, NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT, AT 


CHICAGO. 


JfX-5£XTINX . NINE ' ' 

OOMPLAIOT FOR DIVORCE FILED OCTOBER TVENTYTWO, NINETEEN 
FIFTYSEVEN, plaintiff, -CONSTANCE L. CHANCELLOR VS. DEFENDANT, 

JOHN V. CHANCELLOR. PLAINTIFF CHARGED ON' APRIL NINE, NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE 
DEFENDENT wilfully deserted and ABSENTED HIMSELF FROM PLAINTIFF 
WITHOUT REASONABLE CAUSE FOR SPACE OF ONE YEAR AND UPWARDS, 


marriage, ANSWER TO COMPLAINT FILED OCTOBER THIRTY. NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN 
IN WHICH DEFENDENT DENIED DESERTING PLAINTIFF. DECREE FOR DIVORCE 
filed NOVEMBER THIRTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN. DEFENDANT AGREED TO 



RECORDS, CHICAGO CREDIT BUREAU, INC,, REVIEWED JULY TWENTYNINE 
LAST, DISCLOSED NO CREDIT INFO FOR APPOINTEE, '(APPOINTEE ’S PARENTS, 




CHICAGO PD RECORDS REVIEWED JULY TWENTYNINE LAST DISCLOSE 
NO ARREST INFO FOR APPOINTEE'S ^^'’ENTS,, 




CHICAGO NEWSPAPER 
SUILD, LOCAL SEVENTYONE, AMERICAN NEWSPAPER GUILD, ADVISED THIS 
date .RECORDS DO NOT SHOW WHEN CHANCELLOR 








PAGE TEN 

BKAME MEMBE3 BUT IT IS RECOLLECTION IT WAS IN NINETEEN 
FORTYEIGHT OR NINETEEN .FORTYNINE. CHANCELLOR HAD "HONORABLE WITHDRAWAL", 
-:NA.Y T'iENTYFOUR, NINETEEN. FI FTYONE. 



PROFESSIONALLY BUT NOT SOCIALLY. BELIEVED HIM TO BE PERSON OF GOOD 
_ CHARACTER AND REPUTATION AND A LOYAL AMERICAN. NO KNOWLEDGE OF ASSOCIATE 
COULD SUGGEST NO OTHER OFFICERS OF CHICAGO NEWSPAPER GUILD WHO WERE 


CLOSE TO APPOINTEE. 

NO ONE LOCATED AT THIRTY EAST DIVISION STREET, CHICAGO, WHO 
.RECALLS APPOINT.EE^fS RESIDENCE. 

NO OCCUPANTS -LOCATED AT HOME THIS DATE AT ONE THREE TWO ZERO 
NORTH A3T0R. 

national 

BROADCASTING COMPANY C NBC ) MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO, 

ADVISED FROM RECORDS APPOINTEE EMPLOYED MAY EIGHT, NINETEEN 
FIFTY AS NEW WRITER IN "NEWS AND SPECIAL EVENTS DEPARTMENT"^ 
RESPONSIBILITIES LOCAL UNTIL NOVEMBER THIRTY, NINETEEN 
FIFTYSIX, WHEN PROMOTED TO NBC NETWORK. EXACT DATE NOT 




PAGE ELEVEM 

LISTED SUT ASSIGNED TO DUTY IN EUROPE, PROBABLY NINETEEN 
FIFTYEIQHT. WORKED IN VIENNA, MOSCOW, LONDON AND BRUSSELS. 


EXACT DATES OF LATTER EMPLOYMENTS NOT LISTED. RETURNED TO US 
:TN NINETEEN SiXTYTHREE AWD EMPLOYED TO PRESENT TIME. RECORD 
SATISFACTORY HAS MET APPOINTEE ON ONLY ONE OCCASION 

BUT HAS HEARD ABOUT AND KNOWN HIM FOR SOME TIME. STATED 
APPOINTEE WELL REGARDED AT NBC. 



NBC, ADVISED ACQUAINTED WITH APPOINTEE SINCE NINETEEN FIFTY. 
HAS KNOWN APPOINTEE WELL SINCE NINETEEN FIFTYSIX. KNOWS 
MOSTLY ON PROFESSIONAL BASIS SUT HAS SOCIALIZED WITH HIM 


TO EXTENT OF ATTENDING PARTIES AND HAVING DINNER WITH HIM. 
HAS NEVER VISITED^ IN APPOINTEE’S HOME. FROM HIS^'iCNOWLEDGE 
APPOINTEE HAS EXCELLENT REPUTATION, IS HARD WORKER, 
RELIABLE, REFINED, FAIR AND OBJECTIVE REPORTER. REGARDS 
APPOINTEE AS MAN OF EXCELLENT MORALS, MODERATE DRINKER WHO 
HAS NEVER BELONGED TO ANY QUESTIONABLE ORGANIZATIONS AND 
WO IS A LOYAL AMERICAN, HAS NEVER KNOWN APPOINTEE TO 3E 


IN TROUBLE OFI^ANY KIND AND RECOMMENDS FOR POSITION OF TRUst^ 



BUREAU, ADVISED 
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acquainted irilH APpfflNTEE SINCE NINETEEN FIFTY. APPOINTEE 
always HAD EXCELLENT REPUTATION AT N3C AS GOOD REPORTER 
AND HARD WORKER. RECOMMENDS FOR POSITION OF TRUST. REGARDS 
.APPOINTEE AS COMPLETELY.MASCULINE AND OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER, 
appointee has always been moderate drinker 3UTHmt 
recalls in approximately nineteen fiftyone appointee was 

ARRESTED ON FIRE ESCAPE AT AMBASSADOR EAST HOTEL. DOES NOT 
RE-wALL EXACT CHARGE BUT BELIEVES APPOINTEE HAD BEEN DRINKING. 
—recalls APPOINTEE ARRESTED SHORT TIME LATER ON SIMILAR 

charge.|UU|explained .at that time appointee and FIRST 

WIFE WERE NOT GETTING ALONG AND BELIEVES THIS WAS CAUSE 
OF APPOINTEE’S DRINKING . STATED DID NOT BELIEVE APPOINTEE 
drunk ON THESE OCCASIONS AND NEVER KNEW HIM TO DRINK TO 
EXCESS. DOES NOT KNOW REASON FOR DIVORCE OF .APPOINTEE. 
^m^OES NOT REGARD ABOVE EVENTS AS TOO SERIOUS SINCE 
APPOINTEE CONTINUED TO BE EMPLOYED AT NEC AND HAS CONTINUED 
TO DO EXCELLENT JOB. 

MET APPOINTEE AT^HICAG^ SUN TIMES". RATES APPOINTEE AS^“ 
FIRST RATE PROFESSIONALLY. REGARDS APPOINTEE AS OF MORALLY 
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SOUND CHARACTER, REPUTABLE PERSON AND LOYAL AMERICAN. HAS 
NEVER KNOWN HIM TO BELONG TO ANY QUESTIONABLE ORGANIZAION. 

FROM HIS KNOWLEDGE WOULD RECOMMEND. HAS NEVER KNOWN APPOINTEE 
TO DRINK TO EXCESS OR TO DRINK ON JOB. RECALLS IN APPROXIMATELY 
NINETEEN FIFTYONE APPOINTEE ARRESTED ON FIRE ESCAPE AT. 


AMBASSADOR EAST HOTEL. DOES NOT KNOW EXACT CHARGE. BELIEVES 
APPOINTEE HAD BEEN DRINKING AND HEARD THRERE HAD BEEN 
SOME CHARGE AGAINST HIM INDICATING HE WAS "PEEPING TOM".^HHH 
DOES NOT PUT ANY BELIEF IN THIS CHARGE AND EXPLAINED AMBASSADOR 
• EAST AT ONE TIME HAD SEEN HOME TO APPOINTEE, WHERE MOTHER 
WAS FORMERLY HEAD HOUSEKEEPER. RECALLS APPOINTEE ARRESTED 
ON ANOTHER: ..OCCASION SHORTLY AFTER FIRST ARREST A1;JD BELIEVES 
WAS ALSO DRINKING AT THAT TIME. RELATED APPOINTEE; AND FIRST 
WIFE WERE NOT GETTING ALONG AND BELIEVES THIS CAUSE OF • 
APPOINTEE’S DRINKING. DOES NOT KNOW WHAT DIFFERENCES WERE BETWEEN 
THE APPOINTEE AND FIRST WIFE OTHER THAN PLAIN 'INCOMPATIBILITY. - 
STATED NO SCANDAL ATTACHED TO DIVORCE BUT IN HIS MIND WAS 
SOME'WHAT OF A, MYSTERY BECAUSE THEY SEEMED TO BE GETTING ALONG 
WELL AND THEN, SUDDENDLY ^ERE GETTING DIVORCED. 



• / / * 




y 
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WASHINGTON, D.C . APPOlNTE£*SfmH|^ AT TIME 

OF ARREST. Unmade decision to RETATIN appointee at NSC. 

iHHHl also. ADVISED APJ>OINTEE BECAME WELL ACQUAINTED;^. 

WITH «i'aARD-WIRTZ7^^&URRENTLY^'SECRETAHY!SLQ.F;/;,WB0Bj DURING 

ADLAI STEVENSON CAMPAING. CWFO FURNISH LEAD TELEPHONICALLY 

today to INTERVIEW^^AND WIRTE^) 

ALTHOUGH APPOINTEE HAS NO ADM IMI3TRATINVE 

EXPERIENCE, HE FELLS APPOINTMENT TO VOICE OF AMERICA IS 

GOOD ONE, DESCRIBING APPOINTEE AS EXCELLENT REPORTER WHOSE 

PROFESS I OAL INTERGRITY ABOVE REPROACH. 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT REFERRED TO IN RETEL RECONTACTED 

THIS DATE. HAS NO'NEW INFO. INFORMANT ENDEAVORING TO 

DETERMINE PERSON WITH PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF APPOINTEE. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 

* 

END 

WA....ALS... 

FBI WASH DC 


TU 


FBI WASH DC 
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FBI CHICAGO 
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- 8:10 PM COST URGENT 7/31/65 DRS 
^Sl: DIRECTOR 
F ^9^^ ICA60 (1 6?.- 1203) 


■^HN WILLlAiPcHANCELLOR, SPI 

RE CHICAGO TELETYPE DATED JULY THIRTY, LAST. 
PATROLHANmUmi^^, CHICAGO PD, ADVISED HE DOES 
NOT RECALL ARREST OF CHANCELLOR IN NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, AND 
UNABLE TO ADD TO OFFICIAL POLICE RECORDS. 


I 'j>. 

‘ - J- ’I 

I Mr. Oa. 

C«r'=d!ll3 

3fr. Felt 
31 r. 

Mr, Hor.e 

Mr. Sul!:v:zn 

Ml*. Tavel 

jlr. Trotter^ 

Teie. Room 

ifiss Zolr.es 5 

I Miss Gasa V I 

*■ ^ 



ILLINOIS, ADVISED WAS 



IBED TO SATISFY..ILLINOIS STAUTES . 

A 


DIVORCE AMICABLE, GROUNDS OF DESERTIObI j 

ui 



’. HAS 

KNOWN AP>0mErfy0R OVER TEN YEARS , BUT HAS HAD rew CONTACTS 

WITH HIH IN RECENT YEARS .■^■STATED APPOINTEE AND' 

NOT RECORDED 

WiFi WERE YOUNG, AMBITIOUS, IMPATIENT, AND AND HAD NOT S0R8EP 29 1965 
TO MAKE SUCCESS OF MARRIAGE. NO SCANDAL ATTACHED TO DlVOSCSt 
PROCEEDINGS. 

* TATES KNEW OF APPOINTEE’S ARREST ON FIRE 

ESCAPE OF HOTEL BUILDING*. STATED APPOINTEE AND GROWN 


‘ bit 



c: Q nCT S 



.•/ 
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keepeh fo^^mbassador East believes appointee's 

•PRESENCE ON FIRE ESCAPE' DUE TO "OVER INDULGENCE" OF ALCOHOLIC 
B EVER AG)\ES . STATES IT WAS REASONABLE FOR APPOINTEE TO 
BE OUT DURING EARLY MORNING HOURS BECAUSE HIS WORK AT NBC 
OFTEN REQUIRED HIM TO WORK UNTIL MIDNIGHT OR LATER. 

m^COMMENTS FAVORABLY ABOUT APPOINTEE'S CHARACTER, 
-LOYALTY, REPUTATION,^ND ASSOCIATES, HAS NO KNOWLEDGE 
OF APPOINTEE BEING ARRESTED ON ANY OTHER OCCASION OR HAVING 
BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY INCIDENT WHICH WOULD REFLECT ADVERSELY 
UPON HIM, CONSIDERS APPOINTEE TO BE EXPERIENCED NEWS 
REPORTER AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS HIM FOR A POSITION OF TRUST 
WITH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT , 



PLACED HIS MOTHER IN HOME-FOR AGED" IN HI GHLAND- PARK , ILLINOIS^, 
BECAUSE SHE I^r.OF ADVANCED AGE AND UN A3 LE fTt3^'R^OPERfcY^*AR^ 


FOR HERSELF, 


EFFOR^TS TO CONTACT 



THIS DATE 


UNSUCCESSFUL. 

INQUIRY AT BROWN AND STORCH COMPANY 






PAGE THREE 

ONE THREE TVO ZERO NORTH ASTOR , CHICAGO, WHICH 
IS ADDRESS LISTED BY APPOINTEE WEN ARRESTED IN NINETEEN 
• FIFTY ONE, Revealed imgmmmmiBiiiimi 
^■■■PwiLL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL AUGUST 
TWO , NEXT. '• 

CREDIT AND ARREST AGENCIES SERVING HIGHLAND PaST’, ILLINOIS,', 
NEGATIVE FOR APPOINTEE'S MOTHER. 

CITIZENS 

OF CHICAGO , ADVISED ACQUAINTED WITH 
APPOINTEE SINCE NINETEEN 01 D NOT 

PAY MUCH ATTENTION TO APPOINTEE AT FIRST AS APPOINTEE YOUNGER. 

FRI ENDLY 

acquainted with APPOINTEE'S FIRST 
WIFE, BUT NEVER KNEW REASON FOR DIVORCE. STATED NEVER ANY 
SCANDLE INVOLVED RE DIVORCE AND APPARENTLY WAS CASE WHERE 
COULD NOT GET ALONG. APPOINTEE KEEPS REGULAR HOURS, IS OF 
EXCELLENT CH^^ACTER, AND MODERATE DRINKER. NEVER KNEW 
APPOINTEE TO BE IN TROUBU OR ARRESTED. RECOMMENDED FOR 
POSITION OF TRUST. ADVISED FRIENDSHIP FAIRLY CO 
BUT SOMEWHAT IRREGULAR BASIS OVER RECENT YEARS DUE TO 


bl(L 




